PRIMER

PRIMER LEVEL

Emx
[ e

Technique
& Artistry

Gold Star —
Performance s *J
yric il :u_h— Popular
Repertoire

Achievement

Solo & Duet Sheets

Bluebird on My Shoulder (duet)
Jesus Is My Friend

Once | Caught a Fish
Particularly Pleasing Piano Piece
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Primer Concepts

B hand position and finger numbers
B note values (J, J, J., o)

B keynames:ABCDEFG

B steps and skips on the staff

B staff notes: Bass C to Treble G
B }and {time signatures

M the quarter rest

B the tie

Teach with...Analysis

Always look for patterns! From the earliest lessons, encourage
the student to think beyond the notes. Be “music detectives.”
Give clues to build musical awareness.

“David, pretend you work for the Allegro Detective Agency.
Draw one big circle around measures 1 and 2. Next, investigate
the notes and circle the same pattern again. Good!”

Teach with...Creativity
Beginning students are especially
receptive to creative activities at
their piano lessons. These can add
delight and reinforce important
concepts.
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“Did you know that an elephant can weigh up to 16,000
pounds? Let’s try the song very low, starting on the
lowest G. Play slowly on firm fingertips. Imagine the
elephant’s heavy, 2-ton legs.”

Teach with...Expression
Expression begins with listening. Sharing a
conversation that personalizes the piece can enhance
listening and musical expression.

54

“Olivia, have you ever seen a beautiful sunset?

Where were you? Let’s pretend that
each E for the R.H. is the sunset color
fading from brilliant forte to soft

piano. Use your arm weight to drop
into the the key. Use less arm weight
as the sound fades to piano. Keep

listening!”
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